Councillors’ Report to Dry Drayton Parish Council, June 2026

District Councillors Cllr Corinne Garvie 07780 932267, clir.garvie@scambs.gov.uk

Clir Richard Stobart 07950 934793, clir.stobart@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor  Edna Murphy Edna.murphy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

We start with a brief synopsis of South Cambridgeshire District Council’s (SCDC’s) reaction to last
weeks’ Government announcement about the implementation of a Development Corporation for
Cambridge. We offer a reminder about grants available for community projects and comment on
the new waste food collection service. The Zero Carbon communities scheme is also open for
applications. We finish with a comment on micro-forests and county council support, hoping that
there is a possible project for Dry Drayton.

Cambridge Growth Company - a Development Corporation for Greater Cambridge

Councillors have renewed opposition to plans transferring planning powers from locally elected
councils to a government-led development corporation, arguing it undermines democratic
accountability unnecessarily. While recognising the need for infrastructure funding, they stressed
Greater Cambridge already performs strongly in housing delivery and growth. The proposed
corporation, largely controlled by government-appointed members, could remove local influence
over developments, Local Plans, and future growth decisions. Councillors warned this would sideline
community consultation, despite existing plans for 77,000 homes and 100,000 jobs already shaped
through extensive public engagement.

Councillor Bridget Smith, Leader of South Cambridgeshire District Council, argued that Greater
Cambridge already delivers housing and commercial development efficiently, with 37,000 homes
approved and lab space planned. She warned that transferring planning powers from locally
accountable councils to a development corporation could weaken local knowledge, democratic
accountability, and community involvement, ultimately slowing growth rather than accelerating it.
Smith said the obstacles are delays to infrastructure such as water, transport, and utilities, which
should be the corporation’s priority. She criticised the government for failing to consult with councils
and communities, leaving unanswered questions about planning control, green belt protection,
funding, and safeguards against unsuitable development. Smith expressed disappointment at the
lack of clarity after involvement in the growth project.

Grants and Dry Drayton

A Community Chest grant has been approved for furniture and equipment for Cambridge St Giles
Cricket Club to support its new community accessible cricket club in Dry Drayton.

The pavilion is intended for year-round community use and encourages local groups to book the
space at a minimal cost. The newly rebuilt pavilion supports the club’s goals of increasing women’s
participation and improving accessibility for disabled users through enhanced facilities such as
accessible changing room.

More information about Community Chest funding and how to apply is available on the Council’s
website (https://www.scambs.gov.uk/grants-and-funding/community-chest-grants-open). The
maximum award is £2,000 in any single financial year and can be for 100% of project costs.

The Co-op Local Community Fund is officially open and accepting applications for their latest
funding round, https://causes.coop.co.uk/

This enables our members to choose from around 2,100 new local causes and decide how £3.5m
million will be shared across their communities from October 2026 to October 2027.
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The Co-op will support projects that:

¢ enable people to access food

e create opportunities for young people
e improve people’s mental wellbeing

® promote community cohesion

¢ build sustainable futures

Also projects that promote and celebrate diversity and inclusion.
The deadline for applications is 23.59 on Wednesday 24 June 2026.

And for other grant applications, please don’t forget Cambridgeshire Community Foundation (CCF),
https://www.cambscf.org.uk/funds/

Weekly food waste collections expand to thousands more homes

We were pleased to see that weekly waste food collections started on 11th May 2026. We hope the
system is working well. If you do have questions or comments or need help with any aspect of the
new service, please check the web site:

https://www.greatercambridgewaste.org/food-waste/weekly-food-waste-collections

Here you can get detailed information about how the service works. Please respond to the survey. It
helps the waste collection team address issues and make refinements. You can also send email with
a specific question.

Zero Carbon Communities grant

Community groups across South Cambridgeshire can now apply for funding through the District
Council’s Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme, which supports projects reducing carbon
emissions, restoring nature and strengthening communities. The Council has committed £152,000
this year, with grants of up to £19,500 available. Since 2019, the scheme has funded 82 projects
worth more than £855,000, including renewable energy, cycling infrastructure and food waste
reduction initiatives. Eligibility has expanded to include schools, parent-teacher associations and
sports clubs where projects benefit the wider community. Half the funding is reserved for carbon
reduction projects, with the rest supporting engagement and nature-based initiatives. Applications
close on 24 July 2026, with guidance available from SCDC at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-
and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-communities-grant .
(https://tinyurl.com/28433nny).

Reminder: South Cambs’ Big Green Week

The Great Big Green Week is taking place right now, from 6 to 14 June and the Climate and
Environment, and Business Support teams have set out a range of activities and events for
colleagues, local businesses and residents to get involved in. To highlight a few:

Tuesday 9 June

e Lunch time walk and litter pick
e Climate treasure hunt

e PECT energy trailer

¢ Bike maintenance demo

Wednesday 10 June, the Great Big Green Week Business event will be taking place in South Cambs
Connect. The session will cover practical ways to:

e Improve energy efficiency in buildings

e Reduce running costs

e Explore low-carbon solutions
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e Better manage and reduce waste generated in buildings and community spaces
e Access advice, tools, and local support

Forests in Cambridgeshire

The County Council is requesting of expressions of interest in reforestation efforts in the County.
Please check the web page: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/council-urges-communities-
to-help-grow-woodlands-in-cambridgeshire .

As local Councillors, we are interested in opportunities in the so-called micro-forests that were first
tried in Japan, and have recently become popular in western Europe. UK examples have appeared in
Chesterton and Cambourne. Forested areas may be as small as a tennis court and are reaching
maturity in ten years.

Small forests can have a significant impact on local micro-climates with strong cooling effects in
summer conditions, and moderating flows of water during heavy rainfall.

This might make for an inclusive and richly rewarding village project.

The call for expressions of interest closes at 23.59 on 30th June 2026.

Corinne Garvie
Edna Murphy
Richard Stobart

8th June 2026
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