
 

 

Draft until signed 
Minutes of Dry Drayton Parish Council (DDPC) Meeting 
Tuesday 28th July 2020, via virtual Zoom meeting online 

 
Present: S Lander (SL) (Chair), E Pyle (EP) (Councillor), T Houlihane (TSH) (Councillor), K Cullen (KC) 

(Councillor), F Peck (Councillor) 
 
Attending: S Etherington-Meech (SEM) (Clerk/RFO), Cllr L Harford (LH) (County Councillor), Cllr D Delacey 

(DDL) (District Councillor), Cllr T Bygott (TB) (District Councillor), 2 members of the public  
 

1. To Accept Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Dolan sent an apology due to another engagement 

2. To Accept Parish Councillors Declarations of Interest for Matters on the Agenda 
FP declared a pecuniary interest in Item 7.a) i) & iii) ς Planning Applications for consideration - Springhill 
Stables (FP owns this business) & The Irwin Centre (this is a business interest of FP spouse). SL also 
ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ct ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŜŎǳƴƛŀǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ LǘŜƳ уΦ ŦΦ ϧ Ƙ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ tŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊΩ ƭƻƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀƭƪ 
is in relation to lanŘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ID±Ωǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ 

3. To Agree to hold a Public Forum 
A member of the public highlighted that DDPC are on their way to getting a safer cycle link from Dry 
Drayton to the NMU track beside the A1307 into Cambridge and have also shown an interest in a cycle 
link from the village to the A428. A further link was highlighted, a cycle track from Oakington to Dry 
Drayton/Oakington A14 bridge and the A1307 NMU track (1.2km) which is in the parish of Oakington 
and not Dry Drayton. It was explained that when the track from Dry Drayton to the A14 was first mooted 
it is believed that Oakington were interested in a similar track on their side of the A14 although it 
appears no recent discussions have occurred in relation to this recently. It was asked if DDPC could 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ hŀƪƛƴƎǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 55t/Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
success and future plans of their cycle tracks and also consider raising this in the latest Northstowe 
consultation.  
It is believed by the public that the Oakington track would offer and excellent link between the South 
West of Northstowe, Bar Hill, Dry Drayton, West Cambridge and the A428 with access to Cambourne 
etc and for Dry Drayton and villages connecting to the A428, it would provide safer cycling to Oakington, 
Girton, Histon, North Cambridge, Northstowe and St Ives etc on the county and national cycle networks 
passing through Oakington. 
SL agreed with public opinion. Action ς SL to contact the chair at Oakington and to encourage and 
support them in their endeavours. 

4. To Approve the Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd June 2020 
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate copy of the meeting, to be signed when possible. 

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes, Report of any actions and Resolutions from last meeting ς See 
Appendix 1 

a. SL advised that there is still a vacancy for one councillor and urged councillors to consider 
approaching anyone who maybe suitable for the role. 

b. Ongoing itemς deadline for applications is 30th September 2020 so no update yet. 
c. Ongoing item. 
d. Ongoing item as there has not been a committee meeting due to the current crisis. 
e. SL advised that JD was due to attend new councillor training on 4th July although he is unsure 

if this took place, SL encouraged FP and KC to attend upcoming training courses. 
f. See Item 8. d) 
g. Ongoing item due to current crisis, SL will arrange the forms for changes to the Cambridge 

Building Society account and for JD to sign the online access form for Lloyds Bank for EP. 
h. SL advised that there are currently only three volunteers in the speed watch team and DDPC 

must encourage volunteers to take part in the scheme. He highlighted that on Friday 17th July 
2020 at Scotland Farm the current speed watch team logged 160 vehicles in an hour with 25% 
of vehicles travelling over 35mph and one travelling at 47mph. Action - SL to discuss with JD 
publicising in the parish for volunteers. 

i. SL thanked TSH for dealing with this item. TSH advised that after speaking with the resident 
they are reluctant to do more , therefore, TSH did his best to tidy up and put grass seed down 
- RESOLVED 



 

 

j. SL advised that the Drift clearance has not yet been carried out as the grass was cut and the 
area appeared much better. However, SL and JD received emails from parishioners offering 
help so they will arrange a working party. 

k. Ongoing issue - SL to deal with 
l. FP advised that the community support group is under control and for residents still shielding 

there is a wonderful system of volunteers who assist by collecting shopping, prescriptions etc 
m. Agenda Item 8. b. 
n. TSH advised that he has not yet managed to arrange a date with Highways. LH advised that 

she has spoken with James Broder, but he wants to wait until our work ordered is completed 
before further discussions occur and LH assured DDPC that this item will remain on her list.  

o. RESOLVED ς clerk confirmed that she submitted the planning comments. 
p. This item is still outstanding as the landowner needs to be contacted. 
q. JD did contact the responsible parties and they will not be cycling this route in the future. 
r. SL advised that he did not draft a response but will be vigilant to any planning in relation to 

Northstowe.  
6. To Accept a Report from County and District Councillors 

LH ς see Appendix 3 
DDL ς see Appendix 4 ς Further to his report DDL highlighted to DDPC that the consultation on the 
Milton site is now open for comment and that he hopes DDPC will review, comment, and respond. He 
also highlighted 3 significant motions that occurred at the councils July meeting, firstly an increase of 
activity and monitoring to ensure people of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic groups are fully supported 
both in the council and district, secondly that the council can do all they can to preserve green belt in 
the local plan and thirdly to write to all officers to thank them for all they have done during the current 
crisis, almost all officers have had to learn new skills and carry out new jobs. 
TB ς see Appendix 5 

7. To Discuss Planning Matters 

Remote decisions on planning applications were made via email and voting records retained. 

a. Applications received for consideration 

i. 20/02789/FUL ς Springhill Stables, Oakington Rd ς Retention of 2 stable blocks and 

extension of existing manage  

FP left the meeting. SL explained this is a retrospective application, therefore, DDPC 

should allow the planning officers to deal and comment accordingly. All councillors 

agreed that no comment was to be made for this application RESOLVED. 

iii. This item was brough forward by the chairman as FP had a declaration of interest 

for this item also. 20/03023/FUL ς Irwin Centre, Scotland Rd CB23 8AU- Extension 

to provide extended and additional office units and the provision of an onsite cafe 

and new car parking area on former agricultural land 

SL advised DDPC that this application is for additional offices, associated car parking 

and an on-site café.  There is already considerable car parking and DDPC must 

consider whether the village needs the amenity and additional traffic. It was 

highlighted that the proposals shows a significant increase in the number of car 

parking spaces at a time where there is pressure to try to remove cars from the road 

with initiatives such as the Cambourne to Cambridge bus link and the Mayors plans 

for greater transport and it must be considered whether DDPC consider this proposal 

is an overdevelopment of the site. All councillors objected to this proposal for reasons 

of unrequired amenity for the parish and overdevelopment of the site RESOLVED. 

Action ς Clerk to submit objection and comments. 

A planning application for Scotland Farm came in after the agenda was produced, it 

was agreed that an extraordinary meeting would be required and was proposed by 

SL and agreed by all councillors for Monday 3rd August 2020 at 7pm. 

ii. 20/02618/FUL ς 46 Pettitts Lane, CB23 8BT - Demolition of existing bungalow and 

replacement with new Passivahaus bungalow, adjacent double garage with covered 

link and installation of new residential annex accommodation ς extension for 

comments granted ] 



 

 

FP returned to the meeting. SL highlighted that the only property directly affected by 

the proposal is Honey Hill Cottage, however, they are already affected by the existing 

property and the proposed roofline will be lower for the new property, therefore, an 

anticipated improvement. SL also believes the building looks more aesthetically 

pleasing in the proposal, however, one potential issue raised by TSH was restricted 

access. DDPC unanimously agreed no objections to this proposal although a comment 

is to be added raising concern over restricted access ς RESOLVED. Action ς Clerk to 

submit objection and comment. 

b. Decisions received from South Cambs District Council  

i. 20/01669/HFUL ς Keepers End, Scotland Road - Refurbishment, external insulation 

and render cladding with zinc roof. Front ground floor and minor first floor 

extension. Rear ground floor extension. Minor side storey ground floor extension. 

Replacement windows throughout. Associated refurbishments throughout and 

upgrading thermal performance of house to bring it up to the Enerphit standard of 

low energy refurbishment ς Permission granted 

c. 3 Pettitts Lane ς enquiry with enforcement re: demolition of garage and replacement 

SL contacted planning enforcement regarding this issue, and they advised him that they are 

currently short staffed and that it may take some time to get out to the property, however, 

they did look at the plans and felt works were likely within permitted development. TSH 

advised that he had also been contacted by a resident who had advised him of the disruption 

caused by works at the property, TSH advised the resident that unfortunately this is not 

controlled and DDPC would be unable to take any action. 

8. Matters for discussion/correspondence received 

a. To discuss email received from Cllr Bygott in relation to proposed improvements for Girton 

Interchange 

SL advised that prior to the meeting he circulated an email to all councillors in relation to this 

item. TB shared a map of the proposal on the screen for all participants to view. TB explained 

that the map was originally developed by Highways England in 2015 during the period when 

parish councils were talking to Highways regarding the A14 upgrade. TB advised that Girton 

Parish Council had many discussions at that time, and this was a suggestion made by Highways 

in response to these discussions, however, this proposal was not included in the A14 upgrade.  

 

The proposal includes adding three slip roads. The first one that comes off from the A428 

would allow vehicles to turn left at the new roundabout on A1307 in order to access places 

such as Oakington or Northstowe or to come off onto the A14, then there is the slip road for 

Oakington/Northstowe in order to get onto the M11 and finally the slip road from the M11 to 

the A428Φ ¢. ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ 5Ǌȅ 5ǊŀȅǘƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ one of the slip roads may reduce 

traffic from people going from the A428 to the A14, however, SL raised concern that there is 

no path in the opposite direction. TB advised that it could be expensive to add functionally in 

the other direction, TB asked DDPC for ideas for a more affordable option that highways might 

consider funding. TSH highlighted the track that crosses over the new flyover road and 

whether it would be possible to make the first link road two way and erect a bridge over at 

that point, TB advised that this could be suggested to Highways.  

SL requested suggestions for additional measures that may discourage traffic through the 

parish. LH advised that she was hoping to deter vehicles through the parish with a proposal 

ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ άŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ 

of the Park & Ride being created at Scotland Farm and would look to join the currently non-

existent NMU with Scotland Road and LH advised that she cannot see a reason why something 

cannot be done in the meantime. LH is hoping relocation of road space with a cycle path will 

make it less attractive for vehicles to cut through the village, LH advised that she would be 

happy to discuss anything else with Highways or to arrange for DDPC to meet a Highways 

engineer. 



 

 

TB advised that his first action with the proposal is to ask parish councils if they are in support 

of the proposal. SL stated that clearly some changes are needed at the interchange although 

the environmental impact and loss of land is a significant concern for the parish and a better 

solution other than more concrete would be to encourage better behaviours and habits. SL 

asked DDPC if they were in support of this outline proposal. Firstly, SL advised he would be in 

support but with the reasoning he outlined, EP stated that despite a loss of land Cambridge is 

meant to be an area of growth and the Girton Interchange is critical for this, KC and FP 

supported the proposal but highlighted their concerns over further loss of land and TSH 

advised that he believes it will reduce pressure on some local roads making it easier for cycling. 

TB advised DDPC that the land to be used is not actually within Dry Drayton. 

b. To discuss email received from Pam Hobson in relation to the A14 legacy fund works and 

completion of works before school commences 

SL liaised with Pam Hobson and advised her that DDPC are very keen to get the legacy fund 

works carried out before school commences, Pam Hobson insisted that it is a relatively minor 

job and should be possible, however, no start date or final plan have yet been advised leaving 

SL struggling to believe works will be completed before September. Action ς SL to continue to 

chase Pam Hobson 

c. Chairman to provide update in order to discuss and approve document from UK Power 

Networks in relation to schedule of works for electricity supply change at the allotments 

SL advised that he has now had a full response from UK Power Networks (UKPN) and is 

satisfied, he proposed approving the works and signing the documentation and all councillors 

agreed. Action - SL to advise UKPN to proceed and sign the relevant paperwork. 

d. To discuss the grass cutting list received from Dennis Vacher  

SL advised that we have now received the cutting list so are able to see who is responsible for 

cutting grass in different areas of the parish. Action ς SL to tidy up the area at the fence where 

the planning application is on Pettitts Lane. 

e. To discuss access to the bottom of Long Lane and purchase from Madingley Mulch for 

materials  

SL advised that last year at the bottom of footpath 8 from Pettitts Lane to Oakington Rd 20% 

was heavily flooded and became very muddy, DDPC require chippings to solve this issue. 

Action - FP to measure the area and request a quotation for chippings. 

f. ¢ƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŜƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǊŜΥ ΨtŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊΩ [ƻƴƎ 5ƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ²ŀƭƪ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƘŜŘƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

signage 

FP left the meeting. SL advised that he received a website enquiry in relation to Rectory Farm 

which included concerns over lack of signage, footpath signs being in ditches, threatening 

signage relating to firearms and a hawthorn hedge near Rectory Farm that has grown making 

it difficult to walk down the path. DDPC are aware of a footpath sign on Scotland Road being 

in a ditch all winter, at Rectory Farm towards Lolworth a footpath sign has been shredded by 

farm machinery and a natural marker has been removed and filled in by a crater all the way 

up to Childerley. Action  - SL to draft and circulate to DDPC a formal letter to the landowner 

raising all concerns  

h. (This item was brought forward by the chairman) - To discuss resident email sent to Cllr 

Lander re: HGVs through the village 

SL advised that a resident has raised concern as to the size and speed of vehicles thundering 

through the village and not adhering to speed limits. While a local landowner was harvesting 

30 vehicle movements in an afternoon were observed. The resident emailed the farm directly 

and although a response was received there was no reference to the speeding vehicles. LH 

responded to the residents also to explain why the situation cannot particularly change. SL 

advised that unfortunately as a parish council we have no power and there is no conclusion 

we can come to other than to write to the landowner and request that he discusses this with 

employees. 

g. To discuss an application for Zero Carbon Communities Grant Scheme Round 2 opened on 

1st July ς deadline 30th September 2020 



 

 

FP re-entered the meeting. This grant relates to cycling, community buildings and tree planting 

and other nature-based solutions, SL advised that he will inform the Townlands Trust and also 

the school of the scheme as they are trying to create a forest school. 

i. For info ς email from Heidi Allen re: Snap service for residents commuting to London 

A member of the public agreed to distribute this item in the parish.  

9. Consultations ς None received 

10. Finance and Policy 

a. To accept account review to date and bank reconciliation  

The bank reconciliation (see Appendix 2) and finance spreadsheet were circulated to 

all councillors before the meeting, they were approved and accepted by all councillors 

- RESOLVED. 

b. To advise of payments received  

i. CCC ς Grass Cutting Reimbursement - £555.26 

c. Payments to hand ς 

Agreed via email between 23rd June 2020 & 23rd July 2020 

i. S Etherington-Meech ς Period 1, 2 & 3 expenses - £27.00 ς All councillors 

agreed payment ς RESOLVED. Payment approved online by SL and JD. Local 

Government Act (LGA) 1972, s.112 

ii. Cambridge Water Business ς 7th Jan ς 2nd July 2020 - £103.93 ς All 

councillors agreed payment ς RESOLVED. Payment approved online by SL 

and JD. Small Holdings Allotment Act 1908 ss. 23 & 25 

Additional payments agreed at the meeting that were received after the 

agenda was produced 

iii. Brookfield - £360.00 should be cut 4 not 5 error on invoice - All councillors 

agreed payment - RESOLVED. Payment to be approved online. Public Health 

Act 1875, s.164; Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10; Commons Act 1899 

iv. ICO ς Data protection fee - £35.00 ς All councillors agreed payment and 

direct debit option to reduced annual membership to £35.00 from £40.00 ς 

RESOLVED. Direct debit mandate to be completed by SL and JD.  

v. Cambs ACRE ς Annual membership - £57.00 ς All councillors agreed 

payment ς RESOLVED. Payment to be approved online. LGA 1972, s.143. 

vi. Clerks overtime and expenses - £49.53 ς All councillors agreed payment ς 

RESOLVED. Payment to be approved online. LGA 1972, s.112. 

d. To discuss the purchase of a scanner/printer 

SEM explained that when she leaves Madingley Parish Council in October 2020 she 

will not have a printer, therefore DDPC require their own scanner/printer. SL asked 

the clerk if she would require the printer at her home as the school printer is for 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǳǎŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŎƭŜǊƪΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ the parish would not make this an option. 

Action ς Clerk to produce a report of suitable printer/scanners. 

e. Approval of internal control and risk assessment documents 

The clerk circulated the documents before the meeting, just one typing error was 

ƴƻǘŜŘ ΨmanyΩ instead of ΨMay all councillors approved documents ς RESOLVED. 

f. To discuss a review of insurance policy in preparation for renewal on 1st October 

2020 

It was agreed for the clerk to circulate the document to SL for review. 

11. To accept notices and matter for the next agenda 

12. Date and time of next meeting ς Extraordinary meeting for planning matters - Monday 3rd August 2020 

at 7pm via Zoom & Thursday 8th September 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom 

 

Meeting closed at 8.57pm 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 1 

Action Report/Ongoing Issues 
 

a. Councillor Vacancy (ongoing) DDPC 

b. 2021/22 LHI Application for Oak Crescent (ongoing) SL/LH 

c. Park Lane Verges/Cycle path upgrade/line painting/drainage (ongoing) LH/SL 

d. Village Hall Management Committee new members update/KC handyman duties/EP 
attendance at meetings (ongoing) 

JD/EP/KC 

e. Arrangement of new councillor training for JD, FP & KC (ongoing) JD/KC/FP 

f. Rod Scammell resignation ς quotation from Brookfield/exact location & frequency and 
grass cutting reimbǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǉǳŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ // ό{[ύκέƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘέ ƛƴŦƻ ό{9aύ όƻƴƎƻƛƴƎύ 

SL/SEM/LH 

g. CBS Account ς Change of signatories/address etc (ongoing)/online banking access for 
Lloyds for EP (ongoing) 

SL/SEM 

h. Recruitment of volunteers for village Speed watch team (Ongoing) SL/JD 

i. Discussion with resident re: boundary/fencing at Cotton Fields (ongoing) TSH 

j.  Drift clearance date arranged JD 

k. Old Rectory Windows concerns (ongoing) SL 

l. Covid-19 Community Support Group ς update report FP 

m. 2020/21 LHI and Legacy Fund Application/Works progress update SL/LH 

n. LH arrange for TSH to meet with a Local Highways Officer re: potholes, drainage etc LH/TSH 

o. Submission of objection and comments for Cambridge City Crematorium SEM 

p. JD sent photos and landowner contact re: allotment fencing JD/SL/SEM 

q. KC contact resident re: vehicles for sale on green JD/KC 

r. SL to draft a response and circulate for Northstowe traffic concerns SL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix 2 
 

DRY DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL  
May 20 - June 20 Bank Reconciliation 

 

             £  

Lloyds TSB current account on 29th May 2020 £19,410.10 

 
 

        Less payments presented from 29th May 2020 to  

29th June 2020 

3 online payments, 1 direct debit and 1 standing orders 

      
 

 

 

£1,043.35 

 

 

Plus, receipts presented from 29th May 2020 to  

29th June 2020 

No payments received 

 

 

£0.00 

Closing bank account on 29th June 2020 £18,366.75 

Less outstanding payments not yet subtracted  

£130.93 

Balance carried forward at 29th June  2020                             £   18,235.82 

 

 

      Plus,   NS&I Investment Account as at 1st April 2020                   £5,174.03 

      CBS S106 Account as of 1st April 2020                                     £7,060.61 

£30,470.46 

                                                                                                       

Notes:  

Sarah Etherington - Meech  

RFO 

14th July 2020 
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